World Blind Union Proposal

WIPO Treaty for Improved Access for Blind, Visually Impaired and other
Reading Disabled Persons
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1. the Paris Act of July 24, 1971 of the Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary
and Artistic Works (the Berne Convention),

2. the WIPO Copyright Treaty 1996 (the WCT),

3. the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of
Phonograms and Broadcasting Organisations done in Rome, October 26, 1961 (the
Rome Convention),

4. the WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty 1996 (the WPPT),

5. the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 1994 (the
TRIPS Agreement),

6. the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity Of
Cultural Expressions, and

7. the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including but not
limited to Articles 21 and 30.
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A 17 Z. A= F 3] (Conference of Parties)

(a) A Conference of Parties shall be established among the Contracting Parties. The
Conference of Parties shall be the plenary and supreme body of this Treaty.

(b) The Conference of Parties shall meet in ordinary session every five years. It may meet in
extraordinary session if it so decides or upon request to that effect from at least one-quarter of
the Parties.

(c) The Conference of Parties shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

(d) The functions of the Conference of Parties shall be, inter alia:

2. to consider possible measures to enhance the implementation or modify this Treaty,
including the development of optional protocols.

3. to take whatever other measures it may consider necessary to further the objectives of
this Treaty.

A 18 . F& < Optional Protocols)

Contracting Parties shall have the right to propose optional protocols for this Treaty, to
address measures such as:

1. harmonized obligations or offers to promote standards, interoperability requirements, or
regulatory measures to enhance access to works and communications;

2. collaborative funding to support the digitalization and distribution of works; and or

3. other measures that are necessary to achieve greater equality of access to knowledge and
communications.

A 19 Z. -E.(Reservations)

Any Contracting Parties may declare that it declines to implement Article 4(c)(3) of the
Treaty.

A 20 Z. =3} o] ( Monitoring and Implementation)

Every three years WIPO shall solicit voluntary contributions from Contracting Parties and
other possible donors in order to finance one or more studies of the implementation of this
Treaty.
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